58           ELBA, AND   THE HUNDRED DAYS.
then come to tell him: " It is this little Queen Avho will one day seek to deprive your wife and son of the only strip of land remaining to them after all your conquests !"
Marie Louise was present at the general rehearsal of the tournament, which took place in the Hall of the Manege.    This hall is a long parallelogram, terminating at each end in a large   tribune.    One  of these was occupied by the sovereigns, and the other by the orchestra.    Opposite the monarchs, in a tier of boxes placed in front of the musicians, were sedately ranged the twenty-four ladies of the twenty-four knights about to combat  in   the  lists.    All of them beautiful and full of animation, they were clad in red velvet robes against which the lustre of their jewels sparkled with great effect.    The  gems worn by Princess Paul Esterhazy, born Princess de la Tour et Taxis, were valued at more than six millions of francs.    The fSte was magnificent.    The twenty-four knights, in splendid costumes, and mounted on superb and richly caparisoned palfreys, entered to the flourish of trumpets.    Riding forward, they made their reverence to the sovereigns without dismounting; then, turning, they paid a  similar homage to the ladies whose colors and scarfs they wore.    They tilted at the ring, beat down helmets which, had been placed upon manikins, and handled harmless javelins with precision.   The tourney ended, each cavalier rejoined his lady and conducted her to the banqueting-hall. From the feast they repaired to the ball-room, where